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5.13 : Marking Policy ]

Our whole school policy for marking relates to the ethos of the school and the aims/objectives we
seek to achieve in all curriculum areas.

Each child’s development requires our understanding of their needs and personalities and growth
within a happy, caring community. To ensure this ongoing development and that each child realizes
their full potential, all marking must be positive, clear and appropriate in its purpose, productive in
its outcomes and child-centered.

We see the marking of all work throughout the curriculum as an expression of the child’s own
achievement as well as a method of guidance and highlighting teaching points.

The Principles behind our marking policy are as follows

1. Marking should be fair and consistently applied by all staff including newly appointed members
to the team and support staff.

2. It needs to be positive, constructive and sympathetic without ignoring areas of difficulty.

3. It needs to be selective both in terms of what needs to be highlighted for individuals and what is
appropriate for them.

4. Criteria should be established before the work begins and/or marking is done and where possible
it should include a target setting element.

5. Marking should be undertaken as soon after the work is completed as possible and, where
appropriate the pupils should be involved.

6. All work should be acknowledged by the teacher even if it is not to be marked directly.

7. Marking needs to offer positive benefits to the teachers, pupils and parents.

Why do we mark children’s work?

1. To benefit pupils, teachers and parents by checking in a diagnostic way to see whether concepts
have been understood.

2. To focus on the child’s achievements and demonstrate that the work a child has done is valued
and appreciated.

3. To encourage and to praise.

4. To give an opportunity to respond to the context of a child’s work.

5. To act as evidence of attainment if the marking is against set criteria, which may or may not be
derived from the NC programmers of study.

Marking Methods

1. Pen — Blue or Black pen to be used. Red pen is not allowed for marking or writing comments.
2. Ticks, underlining, circles, dots, etc., depending on the purpose. Cross X is not allowed to
indicate a mistake.

3. Use comments/symbols economically so as not to smother or deface work.Where possible use
margin or bottom of page.

4. Rubber stamps or stickers that indicate praise in some way.
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5. Stars/merits or team points for achievements.

6. Stickers of special achievement from the Principal

7. Use comments appropriate for the particular child.

8. Avoid negative words or comments.

9. Talk positively to the children.

10. All work should be signed and dated by the teacher.

11. There should be regard for reversal of both letters and numbers and the child’s attention drawn
to the correct formation.

12. In marking maths work there should be a clear method used to indicate where the work is
incorrect and a system devised for corrections.

13. Try to indicate within the marking of the task or purposes of the work set as this will affect the
marking strategies used.

14. When marking the assessments, teachers should make sure that they check the papers carefully
and correctly according to the approved answer key to be fair to the students. Also the teacher
should sign on the assessment cover that she/he checked.

15.SLT will assign staff responsible for rechecking of marked assessments.
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